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Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department
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Shing Mun Country Park Visitor Centre

Sking Mun War Relics Trail
Before the outbreak of the World War I1, the British

military authorities constructed many defence
works in Hong Kong, many of them are located in
the country parks and are relatively intact. To foster
public’s understanding of the history of Hong Kong
and the war relics, the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department has established Shing
Mun War Relics Trail. The trail is situated on the
northern part of Smugglers’ Ridge where you can
see the key parts of the “Gin Drinkers Line” during
the World War II, including Shing Mun Redoubt,
and some of exits of its interconnecting tunnel

system.

Before heading to Shing Mun War Relics Trail, you
can pay a visit to Shing Mun Country Park Visitor
Centre, which is located at Pineapple Dam Nature
Trail. The exhibition gallery here reveals the
Redoubt in Gin Drinkers Line during the World
War II through three-dimensional holographic
model. Visitors can also experience the scene on the
battlefield by participating in the somatosensory

game.
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The Dafence of %ang ’Kang

The Japanese had been invading China since
the 1930’'s and Hong Kong Border was gradually
under threats. In between 1937 and 1938, the
British Hong Kong Government constructed a
defence line, generally known as “Gin Drinkers
Line” (or the “Inner Line”), with an attempt to

pillboxes, observation posts and inter-connecting
tunnels. The Redoubt formed the key defensive
position on the Gin Drinkers Line.

The Shing Mun Redoubt is located on Smugglers’
Ridge, south of Shing Mun Reservoir. Occupying
a commanding position, the Shing Mun Redoubt
was the stronghold of the Gin Drinkers Line and
used Shing Mun Reservoir as a natural barrier.

The Redoubt was originally designed to defend this
area for two weeks by a company comprising 120
defenders under no external support and during
which the invading forces would be subjected
to delay and attrition. However, on 8 December
1941, Japanese troops invaded Hong Kong from
Shenzhen. The line was thinly defended by only
one platoon of the Royal Scots of about
30 soldiers. The reconnaissance
of Japanese 228 Infantry

Regiment noted that
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The locations of pillboxes and other structures of the Gin
Drinkers Line
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defend Kowloon and New Territories against
Japanese attacks from the north. The line
stretched across the New Territories from Gin
Drinkers Bay (Kwai Chung) to Port Shelter
via Kam Shan, Shing Mun Reservoir, Shatin,
Kowloon Peak, Tate’s Cairn and Lion Rock.
This 18 kilometers line comprised a number of
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Before Japanese invasion, a soldier of the Royal Scots
was observing.Shing Mun Reservoir outside the Shing
Mun Redoubtiat'Smugglers’ Ridge where offered a good

view.ofthe two main roads leading to:Kowloon and New
“Territories as well as the Chinese Border.
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Please hike along the war relics trail. For
your own safety, don’t enter the war relics
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This map is not drawn to scale

The surrounding area of Shing Mun
Redoubt offers a good view of Shing Mun
Reservoir and the two main roads leading to
the Kowloon and New Territories.
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