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Thisguide only lists somebutterfly speciescommonlyfound in ShingMun CountryPark
For other butterflies recordedin Hong Kong, pleaserefer to other books suchas Hong
KongBultterflies publishedby the Agriculture,Fisheriesand ConservatiorDepartment

‘ As some butterflies and moths are poisonous, touching them
may lead to allergy or poisoning . Therefore, you should only

observe them at a distance and not touch them .
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Swallowtails

Large size (average wingspan
Is 8¢ 10 cm). Wings are
mainly black with simple

wing bands Some of them
haveobvious wing tails and
high flying speed.

Blues

Small size (average wingspan
1S 3635 cmY: ThECOIOUROf,
thejunderside of thew wings
are usually grey, and the
uppersidegofitheirrwings
oftenihave purplish blug
markings,

Wihitesyand |

|
- \ 7 {
— e A J,JJ

Skippers; Metalmarks 3

Small size. Bodies,are usually
brown:. They often stay in
dark and humid
environments,
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The Right Timing

Butterflies fly by rapidly flapping their wings, which makes it
challengingto observethem when they are moving Soin what
conditions are butterflies easyto observe?When a butterfly is
resting, drinking water, or suckingnectar, it usually stayson the
ground or plants At these moments, the butterfly remains
relatively stationary Youcanthen use binocularsor observefrom
the sideto identify the butterfly by its characteristicssuchasthe
wing colourand patternson the wings

A common archduke on a leaf

Dt Theceylonblue glassy tiger is
SRS sucking nectar

The Chlnese Peacock in the photo is drinking water on the ground




Sincebutterflies and moths are very
similarin terms of their appearance,
people always mix them up. Some
people think butterflies are active
during the day, and moths at night;

the
brighter, and moths are darker,

colours of butterflies are

butterflies rest their wings closed,
andmothsresttheirsopen

Butterfly antennae look like a cotton swab
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Q In fact, a more accurateway to
differentiate between butterflies
and moths is to observe their
antennae Butterfly antennae tend
to be club-shapedat the end, while
moth antennae tend to be leaf or
feather shape Nexttime when you
see an insect that looks like a
butterfly or moth, try to observeits

antennae!
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Some moths have a feathshaped antennae
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Swallowtalls

TailedJay
Graphiumagamemnon

The brown wings are coveredwith
fine greenspots

Chinese Peacock
Papiliobianor

The black wings are covered with
metallic bluish green scales Also,
there are conspicuous crescent
shapedred markingson the margin
of its hindwings

Paris Peacock
Papilioparis

Smallgreendots canbe seenfrom
its black wings when reflected by
the sun Thereare two large blue
markingsnearthe wingtails.

White Dragontail
Lampropteracurius

The smallest swallowtail butterfly
in Hong Kong In addition to the
transparent centre of the
forewings, it also has an obvious
wingtails.

Red Helen
Papiliohelenus

It hasobviouswhite markingson its
hindwingsand crescentshapedred
markings on the margin of its
hindwings

Common Mormon
Papiliopolytes

It hasblackwings Horizontalmilky
stripes can be seen from the
hindwings

Common Rose
Pachlioptaaristolochiae
The head, thorax, and abdomen

arered. Thereare red marksin the
undersidemarginalareas

Great Mormon
Papiliomemnon

Themaleshaveblackwingswith no
wing tails and red spots near the
thorax The femalesare diversein
appearanceand often have large
white patcheson the hindwings

Spangle
Papilioprotenor

No wing tails and wings are
slender There are only few
crescentshaped red markings on
the marginof its hindwings



ShingMun Country PeBUte[_Iies
(Swallowtalls =

Golden Birdwing Common Birdwing
Troidesaeacus Troideshelena
The largest butterfly species in It is very similar to the golden
Hong Kong The wings are black birdwing but is relatively small
and the hindwingsof the females Also, the females of this species
are yellow with long black have less black markingson their

markings hindwings



CommonMapwing
Cyrestighyodamas
The crisscross patterns on the

wings look like a map, hence the
namedmapwing.

Red Ring Skirt
Hestinaassimilis
Its wings are black and white. Red

spots can be found on the
hindwings

Grey Pansy
Junoniaatlites
Light brown upperside There are

someorangeeyespotson the edge
of itswings

Chocolate Pansy
Junonia iphita

Its body is brown and looks like a
deadleaf.

Lemon Pansy
Junonia lemonias

It is mainly brown and there are
eyespotson its wings

CommonSailer
Neptishylas

Upperside and underside of the
wings are respectivelydark brown
and orange with white bands
Three horizontal white bands can
be clearly seenwhen its wingsare
spreadwide open

Common Jester
Symbrenthialilaea

There are three horizontal orange
bandson the uppersideof its wings
and irregular brown markings on
the undersidesof its wings

Plain Tiger
Danauschrysippus

Its wingsare orangewith blackand

white markings near the apex
parts.

Common Tiger
Danausgenutia

Its wings are reddish orange and

the black lines resemble the
patternsof atiger.



ShingMun Country PaB'uty_Iiés
Nymphalids ——

Blue-Spotted Crow
Euploeamidamus

Its blackbrown wingsappearshiny
purplish blue under sunlight For
the females,there are two rows of
smallwhite dots on the edgeof the
hindwings

Blue Tiger
Tirumalalimniace

Scattered blue markings on the
dark brown wings Similar to the
Ceylon blue glassytiger, but the
blue markingson the wings of this
speciesare more disorganized

Common Fiveing
Ypthimabaldus

The wings are brown. There are
one and two eyespotson eachside
of the forewings and hindwings,
and six eyespotson the underside
of the hindwings

Ceylon Blue Glassy Tiger
Ideopsis similis

There are different sizes of light
blue wing bandson its blackbrown
wings

Dark-brand Bush Brown
Mycalesismineus

There is a greyishyellow band in
the centre of the undersideof the
wings, with several eyespotsnear
the “wing margins (four on the
forewingSand about sevenon the
hindwings)

Large Faun
Fauniseumeus

Arow of white dots of varyingsizes
canbe seenon the brownwings

Glassy Tiger
Paranticaaglea

Theblackbrown wingsare covered
with irregularsizesof white stripes

South China Bush Brown
Mycalesismucianus
It is very similarto the dark-brand

bush brown, except for the
chamferedforewingapexes

Butterflies from
Danainae
Satyridae and
Amathusiiniare
also members of
Nymphs!
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LemonEmigrant
Catopsiliapomona

The Winﬁs are mainly white (male)
and yellow (female) There are
blackmarkingson the edgesof the
uppersideof the wings

PaintedJezebel
Deliashyparete
Its wings are mainly white, and

there are red and yellow patterns
onits forewings

Redbase Jezebel
Deliaspasithoe

Wings are composed of four
colours of black, white, red and
yellow. It is one of the most
observable butterflies becauseits
flying speedis not fast

Threespot Grass Yellow
Euremablanda

There are fine black spots on its
yellow wings It is very similar to
the common 1grassyellow, but the
outer edgesof the forewingsof this
speciesare more rounded

Yellow Orange Tip
Ixias pyrene

Its wingsare mainl?;yellow, with an
orange patch on the forewings of
the males During the dry season,
the edgesof its wings have some
fine brown spots

Common Grass Yellow
Euremahecabe
Most body parts are yellow, and

there are small reddish brown
spotson its wings

Great Orange Tip
Hebomoiaglaucippe
ThelargestWhite in HongKong Its

wingsare mainlywhite with orange
marksat the tip of the forewings



Common Hedge Blue
Acytolepispuspa
Undersideof its wingsare palegrey
with black spots The males have

wingswith uppersidemetallic blue
in colour.

Water Snow Flat
Tagiadeditigiosus

Its hindwingsnear the end of the
abdomen are white with black

spots

Dark Edged Snow Flat
Tagiadesmenaka
It is very similarto the water snow

flat, but the black spots on its
hindwingsarelinked up.

Grass Demon
Udaspedolus

A relatively large skipper The
upperside of its wings is dark
brown. There are several white
spots. of varying sizes on its
forewingsand a Iar%ewhlte spotin
the centre of its hindwings



Plum Judy
Abisaraecherius

Thereare eyespotson the edgesof
its darkbrownwings

Punchinello
Zemerodlegyas
There are numerous black and

white spots on the brownish red
wings
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As some plants are poisonous, touching them may lead to
allergy or poisoning . Therefore, you should only observe
them at a distance and not touch them.

Plant name
L o A - e, (Chinese name,
Fruiting P X L) G g English name,
period Send e EAS T, o e, ) Ao scientific name)

BA# Blood-flower Asclepias curassavica

Jan — Dec Although the whole plant is poisonous, it is still a host plant for many butterfly
> N/A larvae, such as some tigers and crow butterflies. Its red and yellow flowers are
bloomed allyear round and are very attractive to butterflies.
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Nectar Host Some examples of butterflies that
plant plant use this plant as a host plant




A. Visitor Centre

There is a grassyarea near the Shing
Mun Country ParkVisitor Centre,which
is surrounded by buildings and has
nectar plants, such as Bidens alba,
which are particularly attractive to blue
and white and yellow butterflies.

English Namdy/A Bidensalba

May ¢ Dec It iscommonlyfound on the roadside Theflowerswith white petalsresemble
N/A smallchrysanthemumsandare important sourcesof nectarfor butterflies.

Lavender Sorrel Oxalis debilis

Mar ¢ Dec It is nativeto SouthAmericaandisintroducedto HongKongasan ornamental
N/A plant. It is now very common in Hong Kong When it blooms, it provides

nectarfor animalslike butterflies.
@ @ Pale Grass Blue




English Namdy/A Wedeliatrilobata

Jang Dec A highly adaptable plant which is introduced to Hong Kong for landslide
N/A recovery Smallbright yellow flowers which are bloomed all year round can
attract butterfliesandother insectsto visit.




